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6istoric Guilding Survey 

Introduction 

The Village of Frankfort is located in Will County, Illinois, approximately 15 miles east of Joliet 

and 35 miles southwest of Chicago. (Exhibit A) Considered the "jewel" of the southwest suburbs, 

this community is located in a high-growth area experiencing considerable development pressure. 

Despite the growth trends of the area, Frankfort has been able to maintain its "small town charm" 

and the integrity of its rich historical past. The historical character remains intact within the heart 

of the town, tightly preserved in the downtown Historic District. 

Two major arterial roadways, U.S. Route 45 (LaGrange Road) and U.S. Route 30 (Lincoln 

Highway), bisect the Village and create the dominant commercial corridors of the community. 

(Exhibit B) These commercial corridors include shopping facilities, restaurants and professional 

service establishments which have located in this area throughout the years to take advantage of high 

traffic volumes. Despite the intensity of development along these arterial roadways, the true and 

original business district of Frankfort lies just a few blocks away. Neither busy intersections, nor 

traffic lights or neon signs are present in this district. Kansas Street (The "Main Street" of 

Frankfort), greets travelers at White Street and leads them past an array of buildings pre-dating the 

1900's. The structures 10.cated here originally housed the town hotel, livery and general store. 



Looking toward the end of Kansas Street, one can envision a scene fiom the 1 8901s, with horse 

drawn carriages steadily moving through town, as townspeople conduct their business along Kansas 

Street, simultaneously visiting with neighbors. From this vantage point, the two bustling highways 

seem miles and years away. 

a Q 
Folkers Hotel, the Bank of Frankfort and the meat market, circa 1875. 

The current population of Frankfort is 8,239. Frankfort has grown steadily over time, advancing at 

a controlled pace with a conservative and pro-active Village Administration at the helm. Large 

businesses have moved into Frankfort, but the private businessmen and women still continue to draw 

business through their individuality and genuine craftsmanship. 



The focus of the historic building survey concentrated not on Frankfort as a whole, but rather on the 

commercial and residential district located in the original platted portion of the Village. The Village 

of Frankfort and the Frankfort Area Historical Society have worked diligently to preserve and 

heighten the awareness of the rich and fascinating history of Frankfort. From the magnificence of 

the original structures, down to the articles of clothing and letters, the Frankfort community has 

worked diligently to uphold the tangible beauty of the past, and to live a comfortable lifestyle inside 

and among the splendid structures of the past. 



Exhibit A 
Village of Frankfort Location Map 
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Exhibit B 
Village of Frankfort Street Classification Map 
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Goals 

There were numerous goals established for the project. The primary goal of the survey was to 

document existing structures and conditions to provide a basis for future preservation efforts. This 

"base-line" information strengthens the Village's efforts to maintain and preserve structures in the 

historic area of Frankfort, and provides guidance for the establishment of future preservation 

programs. 

A secondary goal of this project was to create an actual data base of historic homes within Frankfort. 

Although most of the historic homes and structures of Frankfort are centered in or around the 

downtown area, information was limited to only a few homes. As a way of recognizing historic 

structures within the Village, the Frankfort Area Historic Society created a house walk accessible 

through audio tape any day of the year. ~ l t h b u ~ h  this effort tours some of Frankfort's most 

predominant and historic homes, there are over a hundred homes which are not included on this tour 

and remain unidentified, despite their historic status. 

By creating a registry of historic homes within Frankfort, the community and visitors alike have 

access to a file for each home and structure in the survey area. The Village felt that it was important 

to recognize each of the homes on the basis of their history, in addition to their architecture, for they 

served as the original composition and building blocks of the Frankfort we know today. In the 

future, those who wish to acquaint themselves with the general makeup and history of the special 



Frankfort homes will have the ability to do so as a consequence of this project. It was the intention 

of the Village that the information provided by the survey would also serve past, present and future 

owners of homes in the survey area. 

A third goal of the survey was to provide the Village with the information needed to create a data 

base of the area for future planning purposes. Collecting this inforn~ation will assist with the 

Village's initiative to create a historic residential zoning district. Currently, the Village has 

designated a Historic District encompassing approximately fifteen (1 5) blocks, which focuses on the 

Historic "Business" District. (Exhibit C) This area has been designated with a historical zoning 

designation (H-1) which provides for architectural review and bulk regulations consistent with 

historic settlement patterns. (See Appendix A for a description of the H-1 District) In addition, in 

1994, the Village passed a Historic Preservation Ordinance which identified the H-1 Zoning District 

as the "Historic District" for the Village. The ordinance also provides for the establishment of an 

architectural review committee (1 890's Theme Committee) which is responsible for reviewing all 

construction or alteration of structures within the district. (See Appendix B for a copy of the 

Historic Preservation Ordinance) 

The Village has supported this district in its pursuit of grant fimding and the establishment of a low 

interest loan program which funds facade and permanent structural improvement to buildings within 

the district. (See Appendix C for an overview of this program) 

The goal of this survey provides the foundation for the Village to expend upon its existing historic 

7 



zoning district. Homes located within the survey area had been the frequent subjects of variance 

requests and everyday reminders of non-conforming uses, due to the historic nature of the plat of 

subdivision. The creation of a new zoning district will take into consideration the smaller lot sizes 

and mixed uses of the area and provide regulations to preserve the historic integrity of the area. The 

information obtained by the survey will assist Village staff in delineating the area for zoning district, 

and defining its requirements. 



Exhibit C 
Village of Frankfort Historic Business District Boundaries 

(Map by Jan Stache) 



Methodology 

The purpose of the survey was to document all historic structures pre-dating 1945, incorporating 

both commercial and residential structures within a proposed study area, and determine which 

resources possessed the potential for designation as individual landmarks, or as a historic district. 

The survey process began with defining the survey area. A windshield survey was conducted which 

identified structures pre-dating 1945. An area of approximately 300 structures was identified to 

contain potential structures, and boundaries for the survey were established as depicted in Exhibit 

D. The study area is generally bounded by McDonald Street on the North and Pacific Street on the 

South; Center Road on the East and Locust Street on the West. Within the established survey area, 

fifteen (1 5) sub-areas were created to efficiently manage the survey. 

The survey area has long been considered by residents of the community as the "historic district," 

or "old town." The fact that an array of modem homes existed in this area did not dismiss residents9 

knowledge that the first historic settlers' homes, businesses and farmland inhabited this area. The 

area chosen for the survey was one 'which encompassed structures which served as the center of 

Frankfort town-life. The post- 1945 homes within this boundary were also surveyed, for purposes 

of including them in a GIs mapping system for the future. 

There were a total of 3 14 structures included within the survey, four being public buildings, 21 



private businesses and the remaining 289 structures were residential. Of these 3 14 structures, 

approximately 176 predated 1945. Exhibit E graphically depicts the location of the surveyed 

structures in twenty year increments. Although the oldest homes are not located in close proximity 

to one another, a pattern of development is evident. The Village was platted and settled along 

Bowen and Elwood Streets first, and then progressed in a concentric pattern outward to the edges 

of the survey area. Exhibit F depicts the original Bowen plat, dated 1855, and Exhibit G depicts 

the Bowen and Smith Plats dated October 1855. 

The survey consisted of six pages (Exhibit H), with major categories describing architecture, history 

of the structure and construction date. The survey documented architectural style and details related 

through facade features such as doors, windows, roof and foundation. The survey also provided 

information regarding land use (past and present) and adjustment. Opportunities were also provided 

on the survey to document original architecture and building construction. 

The Frankfort Area Historical Society provided many volunteer hours to assist the Village in the 

survey. The Director, Judy Herder, volunteered her expertise and experience in the survey of the 

structures, and coordinated the research at the Assessor's Office for construction dates of individual 

structures. In addition, Herder opened all files at the Historical Museum for Village use to research 

individual structure history. Both the Village and the Historical Society agreed to combine efforts 

to ensure that the survey is an ongoing project, based on the availability of volunteers. 

The Village also solicited the help of several Lincoln-Way High School students to photograph 



structures and provide general clerical assistance. These students volunteered many hours as part 

of a Community Service requirement, and as residents interested in this preservation initiative. 

Two categories, "Integrity of Original Structure" and "Condition of Structure," were used in order 

to identify any changes made to the original structure and whether those changes consisted of slight 

modifications or major alterations. The rating scale for the category "Condition of Structure" 

included four sub-categories: excellent, good, fair and poor. The structures were rated objectively, 

with assistance from guidelines referencing the need for major maintenance attention or minor 

maintenance and general upkeep. Structures which were deteriorated were listed as poor. If any 

sub-category other than excellent was to be checked, a basic description of the deficiency was listed 

in order to better examine the condition of each structure. 



Historical Study Area SCALE 1 . -600 '  



Exhibit E 
Dated Map of Surveyed Structures 
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Exhibit F 
Bowen Plat 

(May by Jan Stache) 

Bowen Plat March 3,  1855 

; Bowen St. 
m.  I 

I Scale I 
0 1 mile 

Source: V~llage of Frankfort Historical Map 
Stache 1996 



Exhibit G 
Bowen and Smith Plats 

(Map by Jan Stache) 

Bowen and Smith Plats 
October 1855 

I Scale I 
0 1 mile 

Source: Village of Frankfort Historical Map 
Stache 1996 



Exhibit H 
Survey 

Village of Frankfort 
Frankfort Historic Preservation Committee 

Historic Building Survey 

Structure Address 

Structure Use: - Single Family Residence 
Two Family Residence 
Multi Family Residence 
Public Building - Religious Educational 
Commercial/Business 

Structure Height in Stories: - One Story Four Story 
(where structure is not a - Two Story Five Story 
building, each 10 feet of - Three Story Basement 
height to be a story) 

Foundation: - Concrete - Stone - Concrete Block 
- Other (designate type: 1 

Exterior Wall Material: - Brick Stone 
- Vertical Wood siding 
- Horizontal Wood Siding 
- Wood Shingles - Stucco 
A s p h a l t  Siding - Asbestos Siding 
- Artificial Stone - Concrete Block 

Aluminum Siding 
- Other (designate type: 1 

Windows: - Wood - Sliding 
- Metal - Storefront 

Double Hung Obscure Glass 
- Casement (side h i n g e )  Stained, leaded or beveled 

~wning/Hopper Other (type: ) 
(top or bottom hinge)- 

.- 
Doors: - Wood '. - Clear Glass Lite in Door 

Metal - Stained, Leaded, Beveled Lite Door 
Hinged - Sliding 
Sidelite - Clear - Stained, Leaded, Beveled 
Transom Clear Stained, Leaded, Beveled 
Garage Other (designate type : ) 



Address : 

Roof T y p e : -  Pitched -- Shed ___ Dome Belvedere 
- Skylight - Gable - Gambrel Dormer 
__ Parapet - Mansard Cupola -- False 
- Saw Tooth __ Hip ___ Flat __ Front 
__ Other (type: ) - Tower/Turret 

Roof Material: Asphalt - Tile -- Wood Shingle 
- Slate Metal - Built Up Roofing 

Porch: - Open - Screened - Glazed __ None 

Main Entrance: - Centered at Front Architectural Style: 
- Off Center at Front 
- Side of Structure 

Front Facade: - Symmetrical - Asymmetrical 

Unique Ornamental Elements: 

- Bays - Decorative Woodwork 
- Tower/Turrets - Decorative Metalwork 
- Balcony - Decorative Stonework 
- Arches - Decorative Brickwork 
- Columns or Posts - Other (designate type: 1 

Exterior Colors : Walls 
Windows and Trim 
Doors 
Roof 

. . 

Detached Structures 

- Garage - Carport - Coach House - Pool - Cabana 
- Gazebo - Greenhouse - Storage - Other (-1 



Address : 

Structure's Similarity (in height, style, and material) To Other 
Structures In The Immediate Visible Surroundings: 

Similar To All - Height __ Style - Material 
Similar To One Or Few - Height Style __ Material 

__ Unique (notsimilar to a n y )  

Adjacent Land Use: 

Residential (single family) - Commercial/Business 
- Residential (multi family) Public Lands 
- Institutional (church, school, public buildings) 

Other (type: 1 

Structure Name: 
Present Name: 
Historic Name: 

Present Owner and Address: 

Original Owner and Address: 

Original Use: 
- Residential (single family) 
- Residential (multi family) 
- Institutional (church, school, public) 
- ~ommi?rcial/~usiness 
- Other 

Date of Original construction: 
Architect/Engineer: 
~uilder/~ont ractor : 

Additions (enlargement of original exterior): 
Date or Dates: 
Description : 



Address :- 

Exterior Alterations (changes to the original exterior) 
Date or Dates: 
Description: 

Relocation of Original Structure: 
Date Moved: 

Original Location: 

Integrity of Original Structure: 

- Unaltered 
- Slight 4fodifications 
- Major Alterations 
- Addition to Original 
- Addition Conforms to Original Structure 

Addition Does not Conform to Original Structure 
- Structure Moved (relocated) 

Condition of Structure: 

- Excellent 
- Good (no structural deficiencies, needs minor maintenance) 
- Fair (needs major maintenance attention) 
- Poor (deteriorated) 

His tory: 
Associated events, people, and dates 



History continued:___ 

- 

National Register Evaluation: 
A. Individually Yes - No - 
B. As part of a historic district Yes - NO - 
C. Explain Rationale - specify criteria A, B, C, D, or 

combination of any 



Address : -- 

Attached Photos: 

Roll# Frame# 

*Label address on back of photo i n  pencil .  



Architectural Styles 

The survey area exemplified numerous architectural styles, drawn from the characteristics of 

Craftsman, Queen Anne and a variety of vernacular houses. The number of "high style" 

architectural types were limited. Therefore, the Village utilized vernacular building type 

descriptions as outlined in other historical survey reports for communities such as Quincy and 

Danville. Vernacular architecture, as a building type, is defined "by the building's function, floor 

plan, configuration or shape, number of stories, chimney location, roof shape and window and door 

arrangements," as defined by the Danville Historic Survey Report. Descriptions and examples of 

vernacular types found within the survey area are outlined in the following pages. 



Gable-Front 

Gable-Front homes are characterized primarily by their front gable roof and an entrance in the gable 

end. These homes are usually two-story in height, but may be one story to two and a half stories 

with side dormer, and are typically narrow in width. The Gable-Front homes became popular in 

America between 1830 and 1850, the time which is commonly referred to as the Greek Revival 

movement. The homes were to be modeled after Greek temples, but became a popular and dominant 

folk form based on their narrow width. During the early 20th century, this vernacular type became 

popular in expanding cities, where lots where thin and small, and often reflected an Italianate 

architectural style. While Frankfort has many homes of the gable-front type, each one varies from 

the next in front facade, porch type and additions. One home which best exemplifies that of a gable- 

front home in Frankfort, is the home on 120 Oak St. This home has the typical high-pitched gable- 

front roof, is long and narrow, but also retains the original porch built with the house in 1870. There 

has been an addition added to the back of the house which conforms to the original structure. 



Gable-Front and Wing 

The Gablc-Fronl and Wing, and a variant, the Upright and Wing building type descended froin the 

typical Greek Revival Gable-Front house. A side-gabled wing was added at a right angle to the 

gable-front plan, making the home into an L-shape and a shed-roofed porch was usually placed 

within the L, but differed in height. Since these houses were considered complex to build during the 

pre-railroad era, there were few constructed. However, with the introduction of efficient service 

through railroads, proper materials could were more easily slipped, and the gable-front and wing 

style expanded. The popular gable-front and wing style in the North consisted of two stories, while 

those of the South were traditionally one story. An example of a Gable-Front and Wing home 

located in Frankfort is at 214 Kansas. This home has the typical gable front facadc with the side- 

gable creating the L-shape. The house has the traditional shcd roof in the cove of the L. 



Gabled-Ell 

The Gabled-Ell includes an intersecting gable roof with an L-shaped floor plan. The ridge lines of 

the roofs must be the same height to be considered a gabled-ell. The facade consists of a gable end 

and a perpendicular side wing of varying dimension. The building may be constructed as a T-shape 

rather than an L-shape and still be considered a gabled-ell. Examples may occur in stories varying 

in height from one to two-and-a-half stories. The open angle in the front of the house was often 

developed as a porch, infilling the opening in the plan. Typically, two entrances open onto the 

porch; one faces front from the side gable, while the other faces the side from the front gable. The 

home at 144 Kansas is a version of the Gabled-Ell with a main entrance located on the front of the 

principal structure and a secondary entrance located on a screened-in front porch. Typical of many 

houses in Frankfort, decorative trim and detailing is prevalent. 



Cross Plan 

A cross plan is identified by its crossing or intersecting wings of similar size. It can vary in height 

from one to two stories. As rear elevations are not conlmonly visible to fully view a building's 

'footprint,' the type typically receives designation afier a review of historic Sanbome Fire Insurance 

Maps. Similar to the L-Plan and T-Plans, this vernacular type dates to the late nineteenth century, 

through the turn of the century. The home at 217 Kansas is an example of the cross plan home in 

Frankfort. 



The T-Plan designation is similar to the L-Plan, but contains an additional side wing. Like the L- 

Plan, the T-Plan is less complex than the similar Gabled-Ell. Other than a T-shape facing the street, 

at least one of the wings has a roof other than a gable (or two gable wings being of uneven heights 

which create an Upright and Wing type). As seen from 115 Oak, this designation cannot be 

identified with any other definitive features. 



The L-Plan home is much less defined than the sometimes similar Gabled-Ell. Other than an L- 

shape facing the street and at least one of the wings having a roof other than a gable (or two gable 

wings being of uneven heights which create an Upright and Wing type), the L-Plan is difficult to 

distinguish from other styles without any other definitive features. Frankfort's 1 12 Oak displays the 

characteristics of the L-Plan. 



Four Square 

The Four Square was one of the most popular house types of the first two decades of the 20th 

Century. Characterized by two or two-and-a-half stories with a simple square plan, a high pitched 

hipped roof and slightly raised basement, the house almost always had a full-faced porch. The Four 

Square usually exhibits the main entrance centered at the front of the house, although the entrance 

can also be seen off-centered at the front. The typical Four Square home within Frankfort is two 

story, symmetrical, and usually with porch and dormer, such as this home, located at 15 1 Walnut. 

The variety of Four Square homes in Frankfort are distinguished by their stylistic porches. Most are 

constructed of a concrete block base with two concrete block pillars on each end of the porch. 

Decorative stonework or brickwork is also common and may be open, screened, or fully enclosed. 



I- House 

The I-House can be described as being a two-story home with two rooms wide and one room deep. 

It is typically side-gabled, a common house of wide distribution in the "I" states (Illinois, Iowa and 

Indiana) during its period in pre-railroad Southern America. Post-railroad 1-Houses are very 

common, yet these homes usually were associated with the wealthy. These post-railroad homes were 

then elaborated with porches, chimneys, and additions in order to make them appear more 

fashionable. The historic Levi-Doty house, located at 236 Nebraska, serves as a prime example of 

a Frankfort I-House. Two story, with two rooms wide and one room deep, this home is a typical I- 

House. Although without porch, the home sports an elaborate bay window, located on the left side 

of the house. Over time, an addition of a garage has been added to the house, as well as a large flat- 

roofed living addition to the back of the house. From the street, however, these two modern 

additions remain obscured by the various foliage, a1 lowing for the original I-House design to remain 

distinguished. 



Bungalow 

The bungalow house type dates back to the early twentieth century, making it one of the most recent 

architectural styles examined in this survey. The bungalow is typically dominated by a front or side 

gable roof, with a large dormer usually protruding from the front. It is commonly one and one-half 

stories tall, and customarily displays a full porch centered at the front. The bungalow features roof 

eaves which hang over the primary structure, distinguishing it from other vernacular types. 

Bungalows in Frankfort are dramatically different from one another. Some possess side-gabled roofs 

while others front-gabled. Dormer styles and location on the house vary, as do porch design and 

materials. The home located at 205 Oak St., serves as an example of one of Frankfort's most unique 

Bungalows. Built in 1925, the home features the side-gabled roof with broad overhanging eaves. 

The structure also has a front dormer, which is aligned with the unique porch centered in the front 

of the house, rather than the traditional full-front porch. The external siding of the house is stucco, 

rare among Frankfort homes, but nicely compliments the Bungalow style. 



Ranch 

The Ranch house style can be categorized as a fairly recent vernacular type. Styled after the adobe 

dwelling of the Spanish Colonial tradition, the Ranch house became a revel to the Cape Cod Cottage 

after WWII. The Ranch first originated during the Depression, as homes became somewhat modest 

due to the flailing economy. However, after WWII, Ranch homes flourished throughout the country, 

becoming the popular style on account of their compact, yet sprawling appearance. The Ranch is 

typically one story in height with a rambling floor plan and a side-gabled roof. Large picture 

windows are frequent in the front of Ranch homes and most are absent of a porch. The home located 

at 145 Maple, serves as an example of one of Frankfort's Ranch homes. The home is side-gabled. 

one story and exhibits a large window in the front living space of the home. The exterior of the 

home is constructed of stone, just one of many varieties of style for Frankfort Ranch homes. 



Other 

There were several homes categorized as being "Other." This designation was used when the 

identification of a building to a specific vernacular was impossible. They were not considered 

Modern, in that they were constructed prior to 1945. Typically the structure had been added to, or 

dramatically covered up by numerous additions. The house located at 219 Pacific is an example of 

a home built in 1890, yet reconstructed in a way that the original form is obscured. The house may 

have been considered Gable-Front originally, yet because of the additions, it can no longer be 

regarded as such. 



Modern 

This designation was used for homes built after 1945. We categorized certain houses as being 

modern for lack of being able to distinguish their style from more historic vernacular types. The 

houses described as Modern within Frankfort, differ significantly from one another. Some have 

characteristics which resemble previous vernacular types, while others represent a unique style of 

their own. This house, located at 266 Kansas, is an example of a recently built Modern house. 

Although slightly resembling a bungalow, it distinguishes itself with a cross floor plan rather than 

a single front dormer. 



Historic Framework 

The first white settler reported to have been in the Frankfort area was William Rice, who arrived in 

the area in 1828, in search of new lands. Although Rice left the Frankfort area during the Indian 

Wars, he returned in 183 1, and in 1 834, settled permanently in Frankfort. During the 18301s, many 

pioneers began to arrive in Frankfort, traveling fiom the East Coast in search of better land and rich 

resources. As the Frankfort area became increasingly settled, it received its name, Frankfurt-Am- 

Main, from a Frederick Cappel, who named the area after his hometown in Germany. 

L.M. Clayes opened the first store in the area in 1836, and became the fust Postmaster in 1837, when 

he opened a post office in his store. The post office was later moved to the Matthew VanI3orne 

homestead, near the current VanHome Forest Preserve on U.S. Route 30. Charles Clayes and M.C. 

Farewell laid out plans for a village near the Clayes and VanHome homesteads in 1848. The town 

was named Chelsea and was located northwest of the current Village of Frankfort. (Exhibit I) 

In 1855, the Joliet & Northern Indiana Railroad ran a line through Frankfort, connecting it with Joliet 

and Gary, Indiana, as well as numerous small towns along the way. ?'his railroad would serve as an 

important reason for settlement during the early years of Frankfort. Not only did it provide for the 

transport of materials and people, it also connected Frankfort to other settlements, garnering 

recognition and interest fiom surrounding developments. 

* This portion of the report was generated with the paraphrasing and quotation of sources listed 
on the attached Works Cited page. 36 



Residence of L. M. Clayes as depicted by artists in the Will County Atlas circa 1870. 

"The origin and growth of Illinois communities is inseparably associated with the pattern, character, 

and influence of its waterways and railroads." (Lohrnann 14) The arrival of the railroad forced an 

abandonment of Chelsea, and the creation of Frankfort Station. Sherman Bowen, an officer of the 

Joliet & Northern Indiana Railroad, owned eighty acres of land surrounding the site chosen for the 

new railroad station. As the railroad track was completed, it connected Joliet to the west and Gary 

to the east, with Frankfurt-Am-Main in between. This line was completed in 1855, and followed the 

Sauk Trail. It was called "The Cut-Off," because it by-passed Chicago, "thus speeding the flow of 

men and materials in the pursuit of pioneering westward." (Centennial 36-37) 

With the development of the Joliet & Iqorthern Indiana Railroad, also known as "The Dinky," the 

name of Frankfurt-Am-Main was changed to Frankfort Station. Soon after, Sherman Bowen laid 
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out the first plat for residential and commercial development. (See Exhibits F & G) This quickly 

became known as the actual Village area, where houses began to be built. With more people, 

businesses rose up and thrived. The first general store was established in 1855, by N.A. Carpentar. 

Carpentar also built the first grain elevator, and Doud built the first hotel the same year. 

Even before the railroad, Frankfort became known as a desirable place for settlement. It was the 

highest point between the Mississippi River and the city of Chicago, well watered, but suitably 

drained. Frankfort had densely timbered sections, as well as wide, open prairie. Resources were in 

abundance for all who wished to settle in this area. 

Constructed in 1885, the Citizens Bank was opened in 1900, and failed in 1929. 

The Village was incorporated in 1879, and the word "Station" was removed from its name. 



Incorporation included all of the original Village of Frankfort and Smith's Addition to the Village. 

(Exhibit J) H. S. Barker organized the first bank in Frankfort. Although the bank eventually closed, 

the building would see many more years of use. 

During the 1880ts, the Statue of Liberty was completed and many immigrants were coming to 

America. Many of these immigrants moved west to seek better opportunities for themselves and 

their families. When the Industrial Revolution began, cities started to grow. Frankfort remained 

primarily an agricultural town, and most businesses related to the needs and services of farmers. In 

1889, the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railroad (E.J. & E.) completed tracks south or  Frankfort Station, 

running parallel to the Michigan Central (formerly the Joliet & Northern Indiana Railroad) for the 

transport of freight. This railway enabled small industries to develop along the rail line. 

Interurban Trolley on Kansas Street circa 1900. 
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The decade from 1899 to 1909 brought tremendous changes to the way people in Frankfort lived and 

farmed. The population of Frankfort continued to grow, and the local economy prospered. Exhibit 

K illustrates the succession of platting within the Village from 1855- 190 1. The Michigan Central 

was then called the "Dinky," and was the main source of transportation for residents between 

Frankfort and Joliet. The Eastern Traction Company, an electrified streetcar, serviced Joliet to 

Chicago Heights. 

The next decade, the 19 lo's, experienced World War I. Machinery was used for most of the farm 

work. More sophisticated models 01 cars appeared, but many people still relied on the streetcar. 

Electrical power was brought to the Village in 19 13, along with the telephone. In 19 12, a National 

Highway from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans was proposed to be built one-half mile north of the 

Village of Frankfort. In 1920, a coast-to-coast highway, Lincoln Highway, was built. The improved 

means of transportation enabled residents to travel beyond Frankfort for shopping. 

In 1927, gas mains were installed in the Village, and 1928 brought the abandonment of the Joliet & 

Eastern Traction Company, as the use of automobiles increased. The 1920's introduced the Great 

Depression, and many of the Frankfort's businesses found it difficult to survive the economic 

hardships. With Frankfort experiencing further hardships as a result of the Stock Market Crash in 

1929, jobs were scarce and wages were low. Corn prices dropped $. 1 Ohushel. However, by the end 

of the 1930fs, the economy began to improve. 

The decade from 1939- 1 949 brought World War 11. 'The end of the war brought tremendous growth 



and industrial opportunities to provide homes, cars, clothing and food. Growth and business 

expansion were experienced by Frankfort in the 1950's. There was an exodus from major cities to 

suburbs, and a new National Home Building Program was in place. Industry in Frankfort expanded, 

and the Village established planning and zoning boards which provided standards for desirable 

growth. 

In 1973, Frankfort adopted the theme "A Community with 1890's Charm," to unify, support and 

promote the Historic Business District, and to improve economic conditions of the downtown. Over 

the past twenty-six years, the Village has continued to grow with 1890's charm, enforced and 

maintained by the residents of the community and the Village government. 



Exhibit I 
Chelsea Map 

(Map by Jan Stache) 
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Exhibit J 
Village of Frankfort Incorporation Map 

(Map by Jan Stache) 
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Exhibit K 
Progression of Platting 1855-1901 

(Mam bv Jan Stache) 

Sequence of Plats 
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Summary 

When the survey was completed, the Village was faced with the challenge of creating a plan of 

action to effectively interpret the survey and create an implementation plan. The analysis of the 

survey resulted in three initiatives as ongoing priorities to preserve and protect the historic character 

of certain areas. 

The first of the initiatives to be set was the decision to file applications for National Register 

designation. Upon the survey of structures, it was determined that the following structures were 

eligible for designation due to structure condition, age and significance. 

256 Center 39 Nebraska 112 Oak 
100 Kansas 143 Nebraska 120 Oak 
1 14 Kansas 23 6 IVebraska 228 Oak 
1 16 Kansas 23 7 Nebraska 126 Pacific 
123 Kansas 240 Nebraska 138 Pacific 
30 S. Maple 244 Nebraska 144 Pacific 

234 Walnut 

In addition to the filing of structures for age and condition, the survey identified that the Folkers 

Home, livery and hotel were eligible for distinction due to historical significance. (Refer to Exhibit 

L for a brief history of the Folkers Family) Village Staff will continue to investigate the historic 

designation process, along with the property owners of the targeted properties. 

The second initiative was the further investigation of a historic residential district. The Village is 

currently updating the Zoning Ordinance which provides the opportunities for new zoning 



designations. A newly established historic residential zoning district will serve the purpose of 

protecting and regulating growth within the survey area, as well as providing a means of exempting 

structures in the area from more modern development regulations. 

The third initiative is a continuance of the cooperative effort developed between the Village and the 

Frankfort Area Historical Society to preserve the Village's historic past. The number of volunteer 

hours donated by members of the Historical Society and various community members demonstrates 

the interest the community has in preserving its unique past. This survey demonstrated the success 

of a combined effort, and the Village, as a result of this success, encourages the continuation and 

expansion of the effort. The Frankfort Area Historical Society will continue to document the history 

of individual structures and keep the survey files updated. 



Exhibit L 
Folkers Historv 

One of the earliest homes built in the Village of Frankfort is still standing today. It was 

constructed in 1855 by Johnson Folkers. The home is located at 10 Maple St., where, despite 

numerous additions, it maintains the integrity of original architecture in near-perfect condition. The 

home still incorporates the low, seven foot ceilings, plaster walls with horsehair binders and quarry 

stone block pieces for flooring and walkways. It also had outbuildings which housed the 

slaughterhouse, smokehouse and barn of his meat business. 

The Folkers family was influential in the development of the Village. Johnson Folkers owned the 

frrst hotel, which stands at the comer of Hickory and Kansas, and currently serves as an ice cream 

parlor and coffee shop. After the retirement of Johnson Folkers, his three sons, William, Frank and 

Peter, took over the hotel and carried on the array of business ventures which their father had 

embarked upon. The Folker Brothers assisted in the construction of the E.J. & E railroad tracks 

which ran through the center of town. They also assisted in the construction of the f is t  transmission 

lines for the telephone company, and housed the exchange in a room of their hotel. The manager 

of these lines was Frank Folkers himself, along with his sister, Mabel Folkers Knuteson, who also 

served as a switchboard operator. The Folkers brothers sold the hotel when there was no longer a 

need for such an establishment in Frankfort. 



The Folker Brothers also built and operated a livery stable, located on the comer of Hickory and 

Kansas streets, across from the original hotel. At the time of this survey, it served as the Frankfort 

Police Station. A fire in Frankfort occurred in 1910, and burned down the barn of the livery, 

destroying many of the horses and the Folkers' children's ponies. The old Union Hall south of the 

barn was also destroyed. A new b m  was constructed the next year behind the livery, which todays 

houses Frankfort Area Historical Society Museum. 

"There must have been something flavorful andfiagrant about an old-time 
livery and stable. It was a pungent, satishing smell compounded of hay, 
leather and horse.. This was more than a commercial institution. Retired 
farmers made it their headquarters. IH stormy weather farmers came to town 
and dickered for horses with the owners. It was a forum, wherefiee citizens 
met and exchanged views on politics, conditions of roads- and whether the 
new-jianged, snorting, horseless carriages would ever amount to anything. " 

(Breidert, Frances 1975) 

It is assumed that Frank Folkers continued to live in the family home at 10 Maple St., as their was 

no record of him building a home in the area. Peter, on the other hand, built a ten-room, Queen 

Anne style home in 1900, at 102 I-Iickory. Before this home was constructed, the property was 

owned by the Free Will Baptist Church, which was the first Church in Frankfort. 

The original church building stood to the west of the house, and continues to stand today serving as 

a garage for the residence.. Next door, at 108 Hickory, William Folkers built his home around 1901. 



The home retained the original stained glass window and beveled glass. Both of these homes have 

been preserved and beautifully maintained by their various owners throughout the years, including 

the original Folkers home at 10 Maple. 
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